Back to the old house? 'Sick role' and biographical narratives of the housing needs of short-stay hospital patients.
This paper examines how decisions are made about the housing needs of short-stay hospital patients. Two narrative types of patients' housing needs are identified. The 'sick role' narrative emphasised patients' ongoing medical needs and tended to prescribe 'sick role' placements in residential care or nursing homes instead of a return home. Conversely, the biographical narrative emphasised the importance of home as an integral element of 'elective biography' (Beck and Beck-Gernsheim, in: Heelas, Lash and Morris (Eds.), Detraditionalization, Blackwell, Oxford, 1996) and thus a highly emotional 'psychic warehouse' (Gurney, Ph.D. Thesis, Bristol, 1996) that was integral to post-discharge recovery and well being.